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Introduction

Kaoru Takara (Chairholder, UNESCO Chair WENDI, Dean and Professor, Graduate School of Advanced
Integrated Studies in Human Survivability (Shishu-kan), Kyoto University)

I am very pleased to report that we successfully concluded the 2020 UNESCO SDGs School in Yakushima,

a project entitled “Enhancement of thinking ability towards implementation of SDGs by ‘Looking at Nature,
Humans and Societies in a Continuum’ in Yakushima” with a financial support by a MEXT UNESCO fund
for encouraging young generation who promote the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The Kyoto University UNESCO Chair WENDI organized this school project for a half year aiming to
promote the initiation for undergraduate and graduate students to think about change of action for realizing
SDGs and to obtain abilities to think, co-design and practice in real problems by looking over natural-
social-human systems (Looking at Nature, Humans and Societies in a Continuum). Based on the experience
in this project, our objective is to establish a model for nurturing young generation who contribute to
accomplishment of SDGs, applicable to both within and outside Japan.

The number of students who replied with their own written statement to the announcement to this 2020
UNESCO SDGs School in Yakushima was 176 from undergraduate and graduate schools in Kyoto
University; we selected 20 excellent students by evaluating their statements. Although we made best
efforts to bring all the 20 students to Yakushima, the COVID-19 situation didn’t allow us to do so.
Consequently, we changed it as an on-line school connecting Kyoto with Yakushima so that we could receive
more students including the firstly selected 20 students. The school was implemented during 11" to 15%
September 2020 in Yakushima where a number of local people, a photographer and several professors
joined as speakers or coordinators, while other professors and more than 60 students joined from Kyoto
or their homes. Making use of videos and photos, the school provided reality of the connectivity of
mountain forests, villages and oceans to find out the significance of sustainable development
considering interaction among human, communities and nature. Finally, 44 students completed all
the school requirements and obtained the certificate.

On 21% January 2021, at the Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies (GSAIS) in Human
Survivability (Shishu-kan), we also organized an international forum as a follow-up event of the Yakushima
school to discuss the significance of nurturing young generation who contribute to SDGs and establishment
of resilient society. In this forum, even under worse condition of COVID-19, we were fortunately able
to invite a number of international participants such as Dr. Ai Sugiura (Programme Specialist, UNESCO
Jakarta Office), the former Chairperson of UNESCO-MAB Dr. Enny Sudarmonowati (Indonesian
Academy of Science (LIPI); currently Visiting Professor, Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto
University), Dr. Ilan Chabay (Professor, Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies, Potsdam,
Germany; currently Visiting Professor, Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University), Dr.
Norio Okada (Emeritus Professor, Kyoto University), Dr. Shizuo Sugawara (JX Nippon Mining &
Metals), Dr. Fumiko Noguchi (United Nations University), Dr. Vincent Tong (Northumbria University).

Yakushima is a World Heritage site as well as a Biosphere Reserve designated by UNESCO, where
people are living with them considering sustainable conservation and development of the island. It provided
us with an excellent field for the school to nurture students who will contribute in some way to the
SDGs. I very much appreciate people in Yakushima, members of the Yakushima Society, colleagues of
Kyoto University for their kind and thoughtful cooperation even under such a difficult situation of
COVID-19, as well as the Ministry of Education Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan
(MEXT) for their financial support to this important project.

Kyoto, Japan, February 2021
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1. UNESCO SDGs Yakushima (EE/A&) Online School: September 11-13, 2020.

2. UNESCO SDGs Collaborative Workshop @Seifuso, Kyoto, Kyoto: September 15, 2020.

3. International Forum @Kyoto University (FREBA%) : January 21, 2021,
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1. BAB#+>Y 5422 —I (September 11-13,2020)

SDGs Yakushima School Online Program Overview

Goal: Through Yakushima, we aim at (i) lowering “walls” within and around us, (ii) grasping linkages
among nature, society and humans, (iii) reflecting ourselves, and (iv)connecting insights drawn through
the Program (which focuses on “looking at trees and forests in a continuum”) to how to approach for
SDGs . [EAE| Z#@L T, (7) BB OHhBIOEYVICH 28 (XHw) #—HBAL., (1)
ALt NEE 02 iz, (V) WAL, () [K2RTHIRZ] TurJnroiion
2520%%, SDGs ~O5HDOT Fu—FICEKITF 5,

Schedule  (Connecting Kyoto-Yakushima F#f & EA B % i) - BABREUMN® v & —

DAY1 | Grasping Holistic View beyond Boundaries/

U mme ez c 2RI 3

(Fri.)
Opening—Goal of UNESCO Yakushima

UNESCO BAB R 7 — AR EIET b D GSAIS, Kyoto Univ. Associate Prof. Mika Shimizu
A EAFARE THKET FEE R

- About the School & & 7 — i\ T

- Message #£#-Dean of GSAIS and Kyoto Univ./ UNESCO Chair Holder, Prof. Kaoru
Takara A& ETFAEER/ 5K UNESCO F = 7 b X — EEHIR

- Introduction of Staff X % v 7 #3/>

- Check-in & Survey 7 = v 7 4 v &7 V7 —}




Yakushima “Light Year” BAE [ 4 |
Artist, Kazuya Yamaguchi S5 (ORI X A
Yakushima Briefing BAE 7V —7 4 v 7
Director of Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University/President of Society of
Yakushimaology, Prof. Takakazu Yumoto F# KEERBNFEMRE/BEABE Y VT 12
R, GARBEMARR

Yakushima Island Note and Homenaje Project— Let People Return to Forests ¥ 7 > =/ #
FEAEFRNRITARAFA~ATB 2 T

Yakushima Eco Festa Director, Takuya Takuya JEAE T 2 7 = XA 2 REHE HFhth &
A
Yakushima Town, Life and Industry BEABDOEH L EDL L LEFE

- Overview %~ Yakushima Town, Sightseeing and Town Planning Section Chief, Koji,
Kihara RABHIYS BUEE b0 0 #HERE GhBIREEY)  KE=RIA

- Ecotourism .= 2V — J X A- President of Ynac, Takeshi, Matsumoto (5) JEAEE/ME
et v 2 —REAGGR AT A

* Yakushima and Economy B/A K & ###&- Director of Ynac, Hiroshi, Ohara () EA ¥
SNEBIR AR Y 2 —  HUERERTE DNREET A

- Interviewer : Science writer, Ayumi Kojima /N&H WA (4 v X T 4 X —)

- Dialogue X}

“Looking at Trees and Forests in a Continuum” [R% B C# D K 5 | Associate Prof.
Shimizu FHEHMLIZ. HKER

Learning “linkage”, “boundary”, and “looking at trees and forests in a continuum”
perspectives or systems approach through Yakushima to connect the perspectives to SDGs .
BAEL Db Y ofc, 820 |, HEHRERL TR2ECELR 2] BE2¥U, 20
Bl SDGs IC¥]IF 5,

Interactions & Reflection

DAY 2
12tk
(Sat.)

‘Grasping Details through Relationships/Baf& 2 & FEMl % $8 2. %
Linkages in Nature in Yakushima
BAEICE T2 BROTHORENY
- 10:00-10:30 Through Yakushima Ocean Views B/A & D#FDBLUR D 5 GSAIS,
Prof. Yosuke Yamashiki (M&AEFFFAE  ILBUR2#03%)
+ 10:30-12:00 Mini-Lectures by Experts iR I =1L 7 F ¥ —
-Prof. Yumoto/Prof. Yamashiki/Prof. Mamoru Kanzaki (Agricultural Department)/ Assoc.
Prof. Hideki Sugiuwa (Wildlife Research Center)
GIARBEL - LB - hiRRERR (REWTIERD - A ERERdR (B EEst1 v &
—)
Implications of Linkages in Nature in Yakushima for Human Society
BAEDBRDOIER » > ABt#tE~DA v 7V r—vayv
- Dialogue 1 Among Experts BF5[H T
-Prof. Takara, Prof. Yumoto, Prof. Yamashiki, Prof. Kanzaki and Prof. Sugiura E#{%. %
AREZ, B, miREdR. s




- Dialogue 2  Experts X Students BFiSR X 4
History in Yakushima: Humans and Natures
BAEDORESE : AL B Tomoko Furui TR+ X A (Writer fER)
+ Talk b —72
- Dialogue x}&%&
Case of Forestry- Inside and Outside, and Past-Present-Future-
MEZEFE LT—RHLIH 2L TRE - BE - RER—
- History of Forestry in Yakushima B/A B D HEDFEH
-Tabira, Takuya Tabira fig% HFHB XA
- Forestry In and Outside of Japan H7Z & ¥/ Dk
-Channel Original Inc. President, Hidenobu Ieyama
F v AnA Y OF RSt AR R KILEE T A
- Forestry of Jisugi (cedars planted by humans after the second world war):Current State and
Future BEABDOHIIEHEOH R L 2 hd b
-Yakushima Jisugi Processing Center, Inc. Manager, Hiroyuki Toki ¥ tEEA BHAZ N
Trvi— HEFHE~A—Vr— FFEZIA
- Dialogue x¥&&
17:00—17:15 Reflection

DAY 3
13t
(Sun.)

Grasping Nature, Humans and Societies in Continuum for SDGs/
B - N[ - #t&ZEfiEiicigz SDG s ~
Circulation through Water Session and Dialogue
KOFERE Y &~ a v EXNEE
Tokyo Intitute of Technology Prof. Tamio Nakano H ¥Rk B T3 KA
SDGs Dialogue : Gaps and Collaboration SDG s MgE—F ¥ v 7L il Prof. Kanzaki X
Prof. YumotoX Prof. Nakano X Assoc. Prof. Shimizu X Students f#IRZIR X AR Z % X 3T
Bt X T KHEBIR X FE
Sharing Insights and Collaborative Works
KOEOLEF LEGE Y — 2
1) Finding and discover different linkages at various scales in Yakushima
2) Sharing” insights” among others
3)Applying learnings from Yakushima, and connect it to our social or future perspectives
(from SDGs perspectives)
4)Communication and Dissemination

e Summarize your insights in one-page i-poster as “Insight Note”

o Excellent “Insight Notes” will be presented at the upcoming international workshop

in Kyoto University on December

D IRzZRTHDBR 2] zERABOHICRIBT, BRI 2
2) Itz 2H32
MEABTOX IR b OAMICET T 5. tte - KRE~DE2T7. RITICET
% (SDGs & DBib h ofi©)
ala=r—vaviBlsz b, #5352




-%f & % Insight Note & LT 1 KUK i-poster ICF &0, K, D%, EH L [Insight
Note] & LCHY 74 v TR,
Reflection 3/ Closing

2. BERIEICETA%E)7—2 (September,15,2021)
BABF YA VR —LVORREREZ T, BRAETCRICEREZY BB T —v ety av%
£ L 7=,

0 EABAVTAVRI—IILTELRE, M#. Bo-b0F—L70Y 27 &L TSDGs ~
DEX Y $E A % 7B TR

o FWINtXAEMFTL. EERICEIS S,

0 EAEAFVIAVARI—ILDOFRTEF—TJ—RIZHITonl [RE] [Hni] [BHAY] oF
Voo 0ERlty sy LT, [REODRE| #FEmT 5,

*hB, ZOBOF—LT—271F, 2021 FE 1 B2l BEFECEE Y +— 7 LDOFIH X T, #ERIC
Thih,. HEODHA XV REZBEFEZT HRYRY | HMThhiz, ZOLHICLT, F—L7BOY Y
MEEFEIN, BT [7Ooex] A2 b,

3. EE¥7+—7 L4 (January21,2021)

International Forum Overview

Goal: EABA Y I7A4 VR —ABIWERETOHE Y — 27 28T, LEBGE 7V —77 — 2
HYAHATEAFEICKL S SDGs DIz DEY MBADFEKZEHICLEA D, BFEOEE LEA%EKIC
LIEZAMBR 7B 7LD SDGs 4 / X=X —%BERT D LETEDL S ICEEB LB S A, SDGs EHEIC
EDESICEITHRIENTEDINERFTTDHIEHIEWE Lz, {RFEH - ARBAOBRAEBZ TE2FH
ICFE - HEB - RERD — e B> THHFRED 74— 7 L%@L T, SDGs EfeICMEIT TEARI A 5A
THEDDH T & ERICHEEL

Introduction

Dialogue: What is “Grasping Nature, Humans, and Societies in a Continuum? Relevance to SDGs?
Mika Shimizu / Norio Okada / Ilan Chabay with other panelists

* [ RERCHDES] & SDGs L DBARZBIfED SDGs Efiikil # #i £ 2 72 L CHltE <,

SDGs Collaborative Student Projects

Graduate/undergraduate students across Kyoto University (selected participants in UNESCO
Yakushima School) with commentators

% UNESCO EAE R 7 — V&G D SDGs fff 7o & = 7 + o Fgk

Group Presentation 1:

Title: “¥ 226, & Z ¥ T (From Where to Where)”

by Eileen Magero(School of Agriculture, M1), Ling Tong(School of Science, D1).

8



Group Presentation 2:

Title: “The Whisper of the Forests Summer Program”

by Dinh Thi Thuc Vien(School of Global Environmental Studies, M2), Soumya Basu(School of Energy
Science, M2), Ayame Ishida(GSAIS, D1), Yuzuka Saitoh(Faculty of Letter, B1).

Group Presentation 3:

Title: “A Platform to Support Technical Trainees in Japan”

by Pote Leo(School of Global Environmental Studies, M2), Xu Cong(GSAIS, D3), Kay
Khaing(Graduate School of Management, M2), Akihide Takatsuji(Faculty of Agriculture, B1), Soyaka
Okamura(Faculty of Agriculture, B2)

Outstanding Nature of Yakushima Island — River, Forest and Ocean

Yosuke Yamashiki/ Mamoru Kanzaki with Ph.D. candidate

*EEICEARZ BT > THE L MG 2282 T Bk - I - e B30 2 & LMk o
HARBRBIIC DO WTE Z B,

How can Resilience Approach address SDGs?

Graduate School Students across University in WENDI Resilience Course with commentators
KYWENDI LYY = v Ra—20¥EIC L 25| 7ay =7 b oK

Porte Leo (Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, M2)

Title: “Practices to create resilience in a Japanese marginal villages: Case study of Senjo in Ehime

Prefecture”

Bruno Ribeiro (Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in Human Survivability, D3)

Title: “Collaborative Approach for Commons: Case of Sugarcane Bagasse Concrete in Okinawa”

Wazaq Raza (Graduate School of Engineering, M2)

Title: “Resilience-Based Policy Framework to Address the Toxic Smog in Lahore Pakistan”

Haissam Khan (Graduate School of Management, M2)

Title: “Applying Insights drawn from Yakushima School to University Community Efforts with SDGs

Masako Ichihara (Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, D3)
Title: “Cardboard Compost as a resilience practice toward sustainable waste management” with a guest,
Chuck Kayser, MIDORI FARM

Dialogue Forum: How Can We Accelerate SDGs Implementation Through SDGs Innovators?

All panelists with participants

* 10 fE ¥ <IC SDGS % [Ffti] 37270 D BRI RI{THI L Z N EAREICT 28E - \MBER 7w/
7 L - BRSOV TR EE

Closing

Kaoru Takara
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This program gave me the opportunity to
look at something from larger perspectives.
| have been apt to fOcus on just one factor,
but, from now, | am convinced that | can put
emphasis on more causes of a certain
phenomenon.

What influenced me the most is that we should -
think and see surroundings in a linkage.

By finding the missing links and thinking how to
overcome it, we can learn what we can't see

when we see individually.

HDEWBERISOEZETHY . £EFPMEBFEZEZHEL T HIREHE
© SDGs I[TIEHFVEREVWER>TVWE Lfc, X707 5 LTI
A—#E—BRDDGHY ERZBZTWDLHAVICDODWVWTER., FICHhIE
BAPHRICTOVTOHMER - BkE AN (7)) ICT 25T - FekD
BDFvv T (R9%) ICBBLE L, TOHRTANEPAX - #HE2F
DHERZERC. BEOFEHRDF CHLHUEENED K D ICRIERBE.
SDGs ICEL CEADDND LB TERELDICRVET,

Through this program, | learned one important

thing that if | were to work on 17 SDG goals

separately, one SDG improvement might have

negative impact on the another one as they

might be conflicting each other. Thus, the most

important thing is to consider from every aspect
,Of SDGs if we are to implement any idea.

L | r

After seeing the picture of Yakushima with a lot
of plastics disposed of in the forest, this made
me want first to reduce the amount of plastic

| generate, and later I'll try not to use disposable
plastics anymore. It was a shock to me to see
such a valuable place covered in plastic.




First, because I'm in a department of forest science and I've been to Yakushima, | think |

already know what Yakushima is. However, as listening to many talks, | realize | saw one
single aspect of Yakushima (thatis " K% B CT#&%Z 89 ") before the program.
That's experience makes me find " K% B C#&HE B % " mind. In addition, there are many

various students who have different opinions. Interacting with those people was a valuable

experience for me. lwant to try ” K% B C3%&% B % " mind and create many ideas for one

thing from now.

ERCHLEEDOSOT S LICBMLTVED. BEFRRVENTW ARG ESD DT
ZDFOT S LTIE. 2EHDRFC—A—ADERIMRHBSNTVT, BiEHECEYT
WabofelabBofe, TH. EMLERLEDALEDER (HFHCSVILHEBRTET
WELHE LNGEWDD) IFEREC, Thlce LRIVREETEM LY RE LY T 2D
ETEHLELD e, RIFBNDEREZEALEDMNSND K DI, REFEXZLEETET—IAD

EORZEBERICEHE T,

One of the most important things | experienced

in the seminar is the application of both art and
science in sustainability. With the lectures in this
seminar, | found the power of art in sustainability
- see the piano concert in the forest! | actually
have attended some concerts like that before

- and really enjoyed them, but art didn't usually
come to my mind when we are talking about
sustainability "seriously”.

15

Before joining the program, | thought SDGs is
able to be separated into two parts, science or
technology parts and social or politics part. For
example, protect environment is the target for
scientists but solving gender problem should
be addressed by politicians or social scientists.
However, in this program, | realized it is wrong.
Environment and nature is necessary for all
people even who is not major in biology or
ecology. That is because human being is part
of nature and human, animals,fishes, plants,
bugs, and any other creatures essentially
connect on the earth.







Learning Insights Yakushima_uingron

SUSTAINABLE CITIES
Know what your body needs AND COMMUNITIES

and choose what you need

Grab chances to learn the birth Using scientific and Local

and growing of plants and professional knowledge community
domestic animals. and methods to guide actions
(Volunteer jobs in farm) people nearby l

Produce less
garbage

use less Knowledge

plastic |

products in
daily life Individual

actions

Yakushima is a small round-shape island in the ocean.

Different eco-systems here form the basic natural living space for different living
creature including human beings. and , Forest and Soil, People living here
has no boundary with other parts of nature and know how to be harmony with
nature, which should be an epitome of the earth!

But when it comes to space we are living now, e.g. the big cities, the well- developed
industrial areas, it should be boundary for human to protect, to behave and to obey
rules!

The life style in Yakushima could be simulated in our own communities to make a

better environment!




UNESCO SDGs Yakushima Online Programme

Kyoto University GSAIS Room4 Ayame Ishida

About Yakushima Youth

A week-long overnight intercultural
and outdoor camp for Japanese and
international children in Yakushima,
Japan. University students from all
over the world will participate as
camp leaders to plan and lead the
camp. The camp will be a
collaboration between the Yakushima
community, NPO Seishonen Global
Organization. Camp will focus on
three pilers of Yakushima camp
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Interlinkage among children, community members,
academia, governemnts, organizations, and private
sectos can be expected in Yakushima Camp.

Three pillers of Yakushima Youth Camp

Learn and Experience

Interlink

Promote

e Learn and experience
about nature, culture,
history, and
opportunities about
Yakushima

e Learn and experience
about about diversity

and nature

interact.

global
® Provide

e Link between people

¢ Provide people with
diverse background to

e Link between local and

e Promote Yakushima
nationally and
internationally through
media and word of
mouth.

e Record history of
Yakushima as photos
and videos.

intergenerational link

Brief Explanation

® UNESCO SDGs Yakushima Online Programme has led me to the idea to
start Yakushima Youth Camp. There are beautiful nature and culture in
Yakushima to share with the world. It would be great if we can provide a
platform for youth to visit Yakushima so they can share their experiences
to the world.
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Forest Plan is a crowdfunding program as well as a lifestyle improvement
program for Yakujisugi replantation.

This plan aims at 1)combining low-carbon lifestyle and traveling style with
Yakujisugi replantation, and 2) building and keeping a long-term connection
between people (including local people and visitors) and Yakushima.

Everyone who lives in or visits Yakushima can get a WeYaku Account on a
certain website or a smartphone application.

An account holder can earn points through their pro-environment behaviors,
such as volunteering to collect garbage in Yakushima and donating for
Yakushima environment management. An account holder can adopt (or
connect to) a Jisugi seedling with a given amount of points; he or she can
name this tree and receive messages or gifts from Yakushima.
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We come from nature.

Trees and forests provide us refuge;

Ocean and rivers supply us with food and energy.
We absorb all the nutrients of nature

And build our own public

Which is called human society.

And finally forget where we came from.

Nature never deceives us,

it is always who deceives ourselves.

Without nature, we cannot exist.

Without nature, there is no society and no human beings.
Save our mother, save the nature

And save the earth.

We appreciated the beauty of the forests of Yakushima from the Yakushima
School. They let me feel that the nature is just like a miracle. We human beings
come from nature, and build our society on the earth. But we gradually forget

our source and begin to destroy nature without fear.

The purpose of this poem is to remind people of the significance of the nature
and call on all the people to protect our own earth.

20
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What makes Yakushima particularly
unique is that within its small land, it
has a subtropical to cool-temperate
climate, bio-cultural diversity and
three naturally representative
environments....

The phrase "looking at trees and forest in a continuum" can be replaced
with the Japanese phrase "#tE#1;H" (local production for local
consumption). It does not only mean consuming local products in the
region, but considering how to live and interact with the natural
environment by ftaking advantage of the characteristics of the region...

*“What makes Yakushima particularly unique is that within its small land, it has a subtropical
to cool-temperate climate, bio-cultural diversity and three naturally representative
environments: mountains, forests, and the sea. The insights and knowledge that we can get from
these experiences from Yaksuhima (A Tree) can be utilized in other areas in the world (Forest) to
achieve the SDGs Goals.”

*The phrase "looking at trees and forest in a continuum'' can be replaced with the Japanese
phrase “HiEEHIIE" (local production for local consumption). It does not only mean consuming
local products in the region, but considering how to live and interact with the natural
environment by taking advantage of the characteristics of the region. Considering the SDGs,
they have a message that people can work together to tackle the common enemy, climate change,
and that the biggest goal is not to end people's lives, as represented by the word "sustainable". 1
just don't think that's enough. What will be important for us through the SDGs, and in the
post-SDGs, will depend on how we portray the stories of our diverse communities, as well as not
only the endangerment of human life.
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Yakushima learnings Insight Note porte Leo
Escola

SDG Perspectives on a Kyoto
Community Space

JEEY e Y ey

1. Importance of nature
Able to attract a wide range of people
(artist, wood worker, writer) outsiders.

2. Nature being a bridge between the
new and old communities (workshops,
festival, research, work).

Waste land transformed in forest
3. Takuya-san emphasized local pride garden, habitat for birds, mammals
and transgenerational vision to ensure a and reptiles.
continuum.

Attachment to new natural
landscape, meeting space for
new and old communities

. Boundaries strong with aging neighbors
and acceptation of project slow. But
greening of open space creates a place to

dialogue and care about together. '

2015 2020

Recycling philosophy, 38 edible
plants, berries and fruits.

Gardening physical activities,
social interactions, relaxing
environment.

Ref:

Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, Kyoto University

a
Yakushima learnings Insight Note porte Leo

Escola
SDG Perspectives on a Kyoto Community Space

Honmachi Escola is a Kyoto based community space founded in 2015. The project targets
urban revitalization of an aging area through the renovation of abandoned houses.

Seven houses were so far successfully renovated and are used as both living and working
spaces. The community garden serves as a place of interaction between the old local

community and the new residents of Escola (15 members aged between 0 and 46 years old).

Are displayed on the left side of the poster (first page) the insights from Yakushima’s school
and on the right side the way we address SDGs in this project.

For more info :

http://www.escola-kyoto.com/escola-index.html
https://www.facebook.com/honmachiescola

Ref:

Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, Kyoto University




Room No.1 Name: Kantaro Nishikawa

Osaka. I've lived in this city almost my entire life. This
city is very different from Yakushima. Osaka has a very
busy atmosphere and almost no natural creatures dwell
there. Yakushima, on the other hand, has a peaceful and
relaxing atmosphere, and many wild creatures can be
seen roaming around the region.

After learning about the beautiful boundary in
Yakushima where pure water pours into the sea, | could
not help checking the boundary between the city and
sea in Osaka. | then packed three bottles of water and
ran out of my apartment.

| decided to do this trip without releasing any carbon
dioxide, just like in Yakushima. | rushed down the stairs
and took my bicycle instead of a car or a train, even
though the bay was more than 10 km away. | biked
along the Yodo-River, and the entire time | saw lots of
concrete, in addition to

“inorganic” machines that were fixing the river side or
other roads.

It was getting dark, and | finally reached the point where
I could see the boundary. There were no such colors as
shining green or dancing blue. Everything was grey
and, frankly, sad.

Before learning about the boundary, the circle of water,
and Yakushima's life, lights, and nature, this view was
just an ordinary scene in Osaka and had no meaning.

Osaka Boundary

taken from Konohana Ohashi on 2020 Sep. 12th

But now, this view appeals to me more than it ever has.

We could not go to Yakushima, feel and touch the beauty of nature and have
special lectures face to face due to corona virus. However, there is a upside of
online lectures and one of them is that “we can easily compare between
Yakushima and where we live”.

As I mentioned in i-poster, [ have lived in Osaka city almost my entire life.

After watching beautiful nature and boundary in Yakushima, when I looked out of

the window, all I saw was a grey buildings and I wondered what the boundary in

Osaka city like. That is why I created my i-poster.
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O Dialogue (%}§&) and Collaboration- We need to face reality and discuss a topic
in context and with deliberation even if we don’t like it, we can still listen, put

our differences aside and work together to produce a practical solution.

(JResilience and Adaptability- There exists different gaps that could create
conflict, as we strive towards the achievement of SDGs, however, like the
Yakusugi forest and people in Yakushima Island, we can utilize natural
resources for ecological services and still protect the ecosystem. For example,
New Forestry Management approach governing logging in Yakushima.

(] Catching moments through creative works- The hope that the SDGs would be
achieved was depicted in the balance and tranquility present in the music,
photography, literature, and scent of Yakushima. End of the water journey
(where the land and sea meet) was calm and peaceful to show the nature of

sustainable life.
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Room No.: 4

River Name: Dinh Thi Thuc Vien
Mountain E Ocean M2, GSGES
~  Ecosystem
The I Policy
elderly makers
Young Business
P?\?EJvecomers Intergenergt.lonal ScientistiS§EQE&nts
(young organic farmers, connectivity (agriculture, energy,
outsides tour guide, forestry, economics,
etc.)

etc.)

Like a Yakusugi tree needs more than 1000 years to grow fully, the island’s traditional knowledge and
culture should be shared and preserved between generations of Yakushima! people

Room No.: 4
Name: Dinh Thi Thuc Vien
M2, GSGES

It is my pleasure to join the Summer School on SDGs’ connectivity in a special case study in Yakushima
island. After three days, | have learnt about its primeval nature, history, people and culture through various
impressive lectures and discussions. It helps me understand the Yakushima situation from different
perspectives. Beside the linkage with policy makers, business and scientists and Yakushima’s ecosystem
services, | want to concentrate more on intergenerational connection between Yakushima community,
including the elderly generation, young generation who were born and grown up in the island as well as
newcomers such as young organic farmers, outside tour guide, etc. It might include some conflicts on
economic benefits, land ownership, responsibility, etc. but also give a chance for them to share their
viewpoints and seek for the solutions. For example, it can be how is the life of islanders from both
enjoyable and challenging experience, and what is their imagination of Yakushima current and how they
want to build the island in the future. As in the end, local community are people who live there and
contribute directly to any plans. Like a Yakusugi tree needs more than 1000 years to grow fully, the island’s
traditional knowledge and culture should be shared and preserved between generations of Yakushima
people.Thank you!
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66Ds Jigsaw!

Step1: Integrate

22days goals into

—aOm__ Student A your life Student A+BxC
e 0

. Step2: 66DAYS
Materialize your 22days Jigsaw

LG Student A+B

P — g —
“‘Plastictrash * Life Waste * W m

The so-called life, the fabric that is habit.

1.Flowerpot in campus
2.Community gardens

1.School kids/kids
2.Students in campus




Next Step Resources
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THE WHISPER OF THE
FORESTS SUMMER

PROGRAM

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR KYOTO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

SOCIAL ISSUE

The principal focus is SDG 4 and its interaction
with SDG 8. And what the most important is the
linkage among each goal.

Under the pillars of SDG 4, the education about
Yakushima is limited to doctoral knowledge only.
Engagement of students over a long program can
benefit the creation of knowledge about
Yakushima to people not aware of the forest
ecosystem, and protection of nature. This activity
will also achieve awareness for SDGs 14&15.

The geography of Yakushima is very segregated

from Japan, and hence people only know for the

UNESCO status. Local knowledge of the Yakushima

island is not presented to people outside. ‘

The education project will look to engage Kyoto

University students across multiple disciplines
(including foreigners) to the people of Yakushima.
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LINKAGE FOR THE GOALS

/

Quality education about Protection of nature and
conse:(/ation enables educated citizens can then
equipped youth to sustainably provide

economic incentives for
remote places and build
localized industries.

\

protect life in various
ecosystems of earth.

While the linkage at the heart is SDG 4, the ultimate outcome of this activity can be realized by the impact of
SDGs 8 and 9. Thus, the intermediaries in the flowchart, SDGs 14 and 15, makes us realize that protection of
nature can not only be beneficial for the environment, but can also provide impetus for economic development.

Educational Action Plan: Beyond Yakushima boundary

Actionable Idea:

To design an intensive educational program about
Yakushima island for university students to foster their
interest to natural conservation and humanity connectivity

Traditional
knowledge

Program contents:

e Basic Academic ideas of Sustainability. Yakushima

community

e A specific internship in Yakushima.

e lIdentify its current problems and suggest the Local economy Infrastructure
. (industry, tourism, (technology,
hands-on solutions. etc.) marketing

channels, etc.)
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Academic Module

August 8th - August 20th

3rd

Learn about history, culture,
and nature of Yakushima

Academic Module

In the first 12 days at Yakushima, the participants w
ill learn about history, culture, nature, and econo
my of Yakushima.

The academic module consists of both training mod
ules and field learning. The classes will be taught by
Kyoto University professors and local experts.
be knowledge-based, and

three+three

The program will
each module  will be a
hour course designed by us, with the professors for

smooth approach to teaching and pedagogy.

Internship

August 23rd - September

Build a business plan with
the local communities that
can lead to betterment of
Yakushima economy.

Overview of the Summer Program

Break

History

Culture

Nature

Economy
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September 4th -
September 7th

Enjoy beautiful Yakushima

Project Based Learning

September 8th- September
20th

Develop a business project
plan in a team of two to
three students and present
at the end of the program

Brief history of Yakushima
Site visit at Yakushima environmental
cultural village center

Unique cultures of each regions
Yakushima iron chef (cooking local food)
Volunteering at dragon race festival

Nature management & resilience
Marine and mountain lives at Yakushima
Yakusugi hiking and Snorkeling

Poetry and Fine Arts thinking Session.

Forest industry
Corporate Business to Forest linkage
Tourism industry




Internship

The participants of the program will be matched with one of the local organizations, or companies for
two week internship. The participants will fill out their interest form at the beginning of the program.
Through this internship, they will learn about the industry through hands on experiences. These are some
of the potential partners that we are considering. The contact with the companies will be established
with us, and together with them, we will modify the academic module to suit the internship training, as
well. The internship will be the pillar of our program and define our idea separate from other such
programs established.

Yakushima Nature

Yakushima Town Hall Activity Center Yakushima Eco Festa

Project Based Learning

The participants will work in a group of two to three people with a mentor to develop a new idea to promote Yakushima to the
world. They will present their project plan at the end of the program.

Step 3.
: Stgp L , Step & Re-evaluation & Step 4. Pitch
Brainstorming & planning Pilot test :
improvement

Use your Run a pilot test to Make adjustment to Share your new idea
entrepreneurial examine the product the product or idea to to the community!
mindset to or idea. make improvements. Develop the idea
brainstorm and plan a towards fostering
new idea to promote conservation and

or improve economic
Yakushima. development.
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The Power of Collaboration

Municipality

The primary stakeholders of the entire
program are: Yakushima municipality,
Academic personnel, the participant ‘
students, Industry experts, and the local
community people.

* The key central role will be that of the
participants, while the industry and the
academic personnel will be the primary
facilitators for the students during the
program. ‘ ’

* The local people will be the ones who will
benefit in the long run and help in taking el
the program forward. Industry Community

*  The municipality or the Government will
act as the overseeing pillar in the
implementation of the plans in the

program and the follow-up to it.

University

| l Students

Academia

Educational Action Plan: Beyond Yakushima boundary

Dec 2020-
Mar 2021

Apr-Jul 2021 Aug-Sep 2021

Program design Project Preparation Project Run
Revise contents Organizing the Educational program and THE WHISPER OF THE FOREST SUMMER
Prepping a formal financial plan. fixing the entire financial details of it. PROGRAM.
Preparing online platform Stimulate the survey filled by students
Seeking for Kyoto University's Managing follow-up activities. Arranging
approval for the pilot project financial backing from Kyoto University,
private sector, and local municipality of

Yakushima.
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Insights from YAKUSHIMA SDG SCHOOL

Thinking of nature and economics in a continuum can be really hard, and that is why the best
experience can come directly from the lap of nature. While our program might be rigorous, the
conduction of it, in the middle of Yakusugi and Jusugi forests, may enable brilliant minds to reflect
the nature around them into their cutting edge ideas. That is why we call it the Whisper of the
Forests program.

e We found that UNESCO SDG school made us think enormously about nature and SDGs, in a matter
of just three days, that too online.Thus, getting 20 active minds into Yakushima can benefit the
island enormously.

e  Yakushima is a beautiful place, whose beauty is not known widely. That is the biggest point that we
want to tackle and make it known.

e  Preservation and conservation techniques of Yakushima are unique, and getting future

academicians to work on Yakushima for a brief period can help spread the knowledge of the local

communities worldwide. We believe there are many forests which are not conserved properly
across the globe. The program can help in accelerating the knowledge-spread across various

countries and regions.

Online Platform to
Support Technical
Trainees in Japan

Chaw Chaw Kay Khaing, Xu Cong,
Rt
3, Okamura Soyoka, Porte Leo
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Background

. Technical trainees in Japan, between
inadaptability and exploitation.

. 328,000 workers in 2019 (x2 in 5 years)
. Represent 22% of the non-Japanese workforce
of the country

. 4,280 hiring companies

.Increasing cases of disappearance, illness,

suicides.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?2v=YMxIx1z6Xn4
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« Language barrier still represent significant gap for the integration of foreigners.
Susceptible to result in social isolation and vulnerability.

« Need of administrative support and counselling for the technical trainees unaware of
their rights and opportunities.

o Lack of information regarding natural disasters prevention and the current pandemic.

e Increasing demand of support amid the covid-19 pandemic.

Launch an Online Platform providing multiple assistance to the Technical
Trainees:

Japanese volunteers . Networkmg . Technical Trainee
(citizens and professionals) Previous workers sharing experience
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Availahle Services for Users

- Available in multiple languages for the ease of use

Volunteer TranSlation/ Cultural Exchange Events Language Learning Section  Natural disasters announces and
Interpretation Services prevention measures

0
o
°o

coviD19

Sanitary information and Rental Services Job Portal and Company Reviews Lawyer Counselling
measures
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Insight from Yakushima SDGs school

. Design the platform digital environment after
Japanese natural landscapes to provide a feeling
of peace and safety.

. Show that through its nature can also be a
sanctuary.

. Green hosting: eco-friendly hosting of the platform

servers involving green tech and renewable /’\
energies to reduce environmental impact.

il
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Improvement of human wealth
and integrity from a personal
perspective

Positive outcome and support
from the group (society)

=)
O O

Through peaceful and
reassuring environment

(0 g
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