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English Abstracts

Special Issue: Aging and Immigrants/Foreign Labors

Immigrants / Foreign Labors in Global Aging:: Toward New Policy Discourses in Japan
from Multifaceted and Strategic Perspectives 2
Mika Shimizu (Visiting Scholar, East—-West Center and Lecturer of Sophia University)

The aging challenge in Japan outweighs all other nations and its impact on different
dimensions of the society both at domestic and international levels will be unprecedentedly
enormous. On the other hand, aging is a crucial policy challenge in the world, especially in
developed countries, although the extent varies. This article puts Japan’s aging challenge in
the context of global changes, and examines the existing policy discussions in Japan,
focusing on immigrants/foreign labors. The article points out that the current discussions
are lack of multifaceted and strategic perspectives, and proposes how to build up policy
discourses which integrates domestic and international or micro and macro perspectives.

Global Trends in Human Resources: Considerations on New Paradigms to Vitalize the
Economic Society in Japan 5
Yasuo Uchida (Professor of Policy Science in Doshisha University and Emeritus Professor
of Kobe University)
Japan has been suffering more than two decades long stagnation of the economy, along with
its society being exhausted due to low birth rates and aging; the economic society is losing
vital power. Nevertheless, discussions on accepting foreign work forces in Japan easily tend
to trigger emotional and political repellence. Therefore, taking an indirect approach, this
article considers how thriving areas in the world economy have created cosmopolitan, which
attract not only skilled manpower, but also, capital, technology, and new businesses.
Through the considerations, the article proposes some policy recommendations on how to
vitalize the economic society in Japan.

More Chairs than Players: Japan in World’ s Nurse “Market” 8

Toake Endoh (Hawaii Tokai International College, Associate Professor)
This article describes the recent development of the international nurse migration with a
particular focus on the immigrant-recipient countries, such as the United States and the
United Kingdom. These countries, ridden by the domestic problem of the chronicle nurse
shortage in the medical and care area, have been aggressively recruiting and hiring skilled
and well-qualified migrants mostly from developing countries by creating various
incentives and recruitment mechanisms. Japan, sharing the same pain of nurse shortage as
the other advanced countries, has recently entered into this highly-competitive musical
chair game where "there are more chairs than players.” The paper draws policy
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implications based on the American and European experiences, and proposes what efforts are
needed to attract quality and motivated nurse immigrants.

Assuring basic education for migrant workers’ children: The current situation

and issues in US and Japan 12

Naoko Kamioka (Senior Technical Advisor for Education, Catholic Relief Services)
In the United States, the Arizona state immigration law that passed in April this year
triggered a lot of discussions on what to do about the basic rights and welfare for
immigrants. Up to now, the federal ruling has assured a free public education to immigrant
children and a civil society has traditionally played a substantial role advocating for the
immigrants’ rights and assisting their wellbeing including education. In Japan, the
government has not been able to assure basic education for children who do not possess
Japanese citizenship. Albeit new and limited, however, Japan has certain good practices by
the local governments, citizen’s groups and corporations to assist migrant children’s
education.
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