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English Abstracts

“Policy Institutions” Research Note

The Japan- US Alliance: Globalizing vs. Regionalizing 2
Kei Koga (Pacific Forum CSIS, Vasey Fellow)

The U.S.-Japan alliance, whose core function is military and political cooperation, needs to “deepen”
a common strategic vision in East Asia, which is to create peaceful power transition system in the
region, rather than to “widen” the scope of the alliance in the global arena. This aims at avoiding the
ambiguous definition of the U.S.-Japan “alliance” that causes unnecessary political frictions between
the United States and Japan. To this end, the alliance should narrow its scope and focus on East Asia.
Meantime, the United States and Japan should cooperate in the global arena as a “partnership”.

“Globalization and Public Policy” Research Note

Towards Building the New Policy Visions for Human Exchange — Statistical

Change in Human Flows between the U.S. and Japan 6
Mizuki Yamanaka (Visiting Fellow, The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation)

This article examines the trends of U.S.-Japan human exchanges including the comparative trends
of other East Asian countries. Although Japan is still the largest source of visitors to the United
States among East Asian countries, the number of visitors has been declining at different levels.
The article suggests that U.S.-Japan human exchanges need to be advanced to the next stage, with
strategically strengthening qualitative exchanges.

“Policy Research” Note

FTA Diffusion in the Pacific Rim 10

Saori Katada (Associate Professor, University of South California )

The rapid proliferation of FTAs is remarkable given the abundant skepticism about their economic
benefits. Policy diffusion models offer the key to this puzzle since they highlight how these
different sets of agreements are interconnected, either because they generate externalities on non-
members or because they disseminate novel policy paradigms. This study goes beyond traditional
economic arguments of FTA proliferation to encompass international political rivalry and the race
to shape international trade rules. It addresses the fundamental question as to how FTAs affect the
regional integration process itself, since FTAs can work for or against coherent regional blocs.

Essay

Medical and Nursing Situation in Mongolia 13
Kimiko Shimasue (Private Hospital, Chief Nurse)
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