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English Abstracts

“Policy Institutions” Research Note

“Political Leadership” in the Hatoyama Cabinet 2
Yoshiyuki Kurosawa (Former Fellow of The Think Tank 2005 Japan)

Since the Hatoyama Cabinet started, Prime Minister Hatoyama introduced a new policy
decision-making system, in which the prime minister makes decisions on future visions
and major policies and executives of each ministry (Minister, Senior Vice-Minister, and
Parliamentary Secretary) carry them out with Prime Minister instructions. This system
poses both progresses and challenges for the Hatoyama Cabinet. This article examines the
“political leadership” in the Hatoyama Cabinet focusing on the system.

“Globalization and Public Policy” Research Note

Pension Reform in Japan Requires Bipartisan Approach 5
Tsukasa Obayashi (Editorial Writer, The Nikkei)

Pension matters became one of main issues in Japanese national elections in the 21% Century.
However, pension discussions are often divided along party lines, since the opposition party can
easily criticize the ruling party’s pension policies, and the ruling party, in defiance, tends to
protect pension of the elderly. This vicious cycle prevents the true pension reform in Japan. The
true pension reform in an age of shrinking and aging population requires a bipartisan approach,
which allows leaders of both the ruling and opposition parties to reach an accord on a final draft
of pension reform, regardless which parties come into office.

“Policy Research” Note

Japan, Afganistan, and Peacebuilding 8
Kuniko Ashizawa (Senior Lecturer, Oxford Brookes University, the UK)

Japan has become increasingly active in so-called peacebuilding activities in conflict-affected
countries in recent years. Japan’s activism is noteworthy in the country’s substantial assistance for
Afghanistan’s reconstruction, as well as in other conflict-affected countries in Asia and Africa.
Although Japan’s growing activism in peacebuilding merits a proper appraisal, Tokyo, in concert
with other major donors, needs to explore a new mechanism to coordinate aid programs in order to
avoid duplication and collectively pressure a recipient country to assume responsibility for its state-
building.

Essay

NGO- Friends Without A Border- 10
Mariko Ikehara (Journalist)
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