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“Policy Institutions” Research Note

Policy and Mechanism to Assure Basic Education for Children of Foreign

Workers in Japan 2
Naoko Kamioka (Senior Education Consultant, The World Bank)

Under the current global economic crisis, a number of contract-based workers have been laid off and
experiencing harsh economic difficulties in Japan. Those affected most include foreign workers in
Japan such as Japanese Brazilians whose majority have been working at factories on a contract basis.
There is an alarming phenomenon that a significant number of foreign workers’ children in Japan no
longer attend school because their parents cannot afford the school fees and other expenses. Up to
now, the Japanese government has not put forth a comprehensive policy to assure education for
foreign workers’ children. Now it is an imperative that the Japanese government should develop such
a policy on education for foreign children in Japan while involving various stakeholders from central
and local governments, civil society, private corporations, foreign workers themselves, and media.

“Globalization and Public Policy” Research Note

Current Issues and Prospects for the Energy and Environmental Cooperation

between Japan and East Asian Economies 5
Hideaki Fujii (Associate Professor, Department of Economics, Kyoto Sangyo University)

This paper shows the fundamental issues regarding the mutual cooperation among Japan and East
Asian economies in the energy and environmental sector. The first problem is how to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions under the current and post Kyoto Protocol regime. Under the current regime,
the paper recommends to introduce a carbon tax. The second problem is how to handle the "non-
economic issues and economic cooperation” in East Asia. It emphasizes the role of Japan, China and
the U.S. in the energy supply and demand cooperation, in the existing framework of multilateral
cooperation. Finally, it points out the legal disorder surrounding the energy and environment
cooperation in East Asia. Then it proposes an East Asian version of the Energy Charter Treaty.

“Policy Research” Note

China’s North Korean and Mongolian Strategy: A Contemporary Version of

‘Manchukuo’ Model 8
Masako Ikegami (GPI Policy Expert Member and Professor and Director, Center for Pacific Asia
Studies (CPAS), Stockholm University)

By abusing its rapidly growing economic and military power, Hu Jintao’s China is assuming a highly
aggressive stance to its neighboring countries geopolitically important to China, who are rich in
natural resources yet politically vulnerable. North Korea is a prominent case, and the case has
implications also for Myanmar and Mongolia. If Japan’s Manchukuo policy in the 1930s is interpreted
as (1) a large investment in economic infrastructure for extracting natural resources, (2) military
interventions for protecting economic interests, and (3) social-political absorption by means of a
puppet government, among others, China’s current strategy toward its neighboring countries can well
be explained with such a historical model.

Essay
The Development of Global Organic Market and the Role of International
Organic Agricultural NGOs 11

Masaya Koriyama (World Board Member, International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movements (IFOAM))

Public Policy and Legal Practitioners in Japan 12
(Anonymous Contribution)
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